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Membership Renewal  

2012 Membership renewal forms 

will be arriving in your mail-

boxes from the Florida Medical 

Association.  We want you to be 

aware that the FMA allows you 

to renew both your FMA    

membership and your Bays 

membership at the same time .  

This saves our Medical Society 

both time and money.  Please 

renew both memberships and 

stay ahead of the game!  

As always, we appreciate your 

membership and your support.  

We are excited for our 2012 

agenda!  
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The Bays Beat 

Itõs Official: 
Our new website is live and active!  

Same web address, new look:  www.thebaysmedicalsociety.com    

In addition to a sleek new look, our online referral system is up and running!!!  

Please be sure to go online and double-check that your information is accurate 

and current.  

If you need to make any up-

dates to your information as 

it is listed, you can do so 

quickly and easily by 

downloading and returning 

the form found on the web-

site.  Choose   Resources, 

then Practice Management 

and look for the Update your 

Profile form.  

This is a public-access refer-

ral source and a free market-

ing opportunity for you and 

your office.  Consider adding 

a Bays Medical Society link 

to your practice website; 

this will augment your visi-

bility in search engine     

results.  
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Staffing Update  

 

Dear Members: 

I want to take this opportunity to thank Rebecca Davis for her hard work and dedication to 

The Bays Medical Society!  She came to us as a new member of our community and agreed to 

work as our Education and Events Coordinator as she was in the process of growing her own 

private practice as a LCSW.  We were in desperate need of getting caught up on CME work 

when she joined us and I am grateful for all that she has done!  

She has been successful in growing her private practice as a Counselor and also is teaching 

several Yoga classes so it is time for her to transition to this new career path and we wish 

her the best!   

Heather Radke will be replacing Rebecca as a part time assistant to me.   Heather is a UWF 

graduate looking for experience and growth opportunities in Not for Profit Management.   Her 

experience with web and graphic design will bring a welcome asset to the launch of our new 

website and the numerous communications we create for our CME programs and other 

events. 

We have the luxury of some overlap and training time with an official change occurring on 

November 1st.   Heather is getting married October 1 st and is taking time for a honeymoon 

during the last 2 weeks of October.  

The secondary email account for The Bays will continue to be thebays@flmedical.org.  Both 
Rebecca and Heather utilize this account and check messages for now, as of November 1 st it 
will be utilized exclusively by Heather.  

 

Please join me in welcoming Heather and thanking Rebecca!  

 

Michelle Flaat  

Executive Director  

mailto:thebays@flmedical.org
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The GEMs Controversy   

Written by:  Dennis Flint, Director Consulting and Education Services 

for Complete Medical Solutions  

  

 òTo GEMs or not to GEMs?ó That is a question posed by many ICD-10-minded people 
these days. To address this issue, letõs take a look at what GEMs is not . Experts are recom-
mending GEMs should not be used right now as a coding resource or to code current claims. 
The experts are correct. GEMs should not replace your ICD-9-CM code books and encoders. 
The final ICD-10-CM code set is not yet òin the can.ó Since the codes are not final and wonõt 
be until 2012, using GEMs as a coding reference is premature. We agree that it should not be 

used for coding at this time.  

  

The Real value of GEMs 

 But here is what GEMs can do for you . Simply stated, many experts may not real-
ize GEMs tools are available on the market that provide an immediate training re-
source that afford cost -effective ICD -10 staff and provider awareness and education, 
right now.  As a former CEO of a large multi-specialty group practice, my biggest challenge 
was to find ways to engage the providers in mission -critical activities. Providers and prac-
tices know they need to get started but have no idea how to begin the ICD -10-CM conversa-
tion. An affordable, automated GEMs tool is the perfect way to initiate the process.  Putting 
this easy-to-use software in the hands of everyone from the billing clerk who is barely 
touched by diagnoses to the most experienced provider and coder is a great way to kick -

start the ICD-10-CM transition.  

 

Why?  

 A GEMs translator can be used to immediately illustrate the structural differences 
between the digital ICD -9 codes and the alpha-numeric ICD-10 codes for your most fre-
quently used diagnoses. GEMs can demonstrate the dramatic difference in specificity and 
the need to select laterality, degree of severity, and encounter type. GEMs can be used to 
create side by side contrasts that illustrate ICD -10 documentation needs compared to that 
required for ICD-9. This immediate òvisualó of the increased detail required for documenta-

tion, charting, and coding is an excellent way to engage everyone affected.  

 

 Please note, we are not referring to the free òon-lineó versions that provide limited 
òone-code-lookupó functionality. Rather, we are suggesting a tool that provides multiple, bi
-directional searches by code or code description, has a print function to easily create quick 

reference guides, and a storage capability to warehouse most frequently used òfavorites.ó 

(Continued on page 9) 
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DocBookMD Rated a Top Health Care App by Apple  

DocBookMD, a HIPAA-compliant, Physician -to -Physician Smartphone Platform, Is Improving 
Patient Care, Reducing the Cost of Medical Care, and Saving Time for Physicians  
 

 

 

 

 

Austin, Texas (PRWEB) September 15, 2011  

Apple has recently released an exclusive collection of apps for health care professionals 
called iTunes Room for Healthcare. This collection allows users to find and select the best 
health care apps for their iPhone and/or iPad. We are pleased to announce that Apple has 
rated DocBookMD as one of the top health care apps allowing physicians to efficiently col-
laborate at the point of care. DocBookMD has been developed by physicians, exclusively for 

physicians to make collaboration fast and easy.  

DocBookMDõs On-Demand Messaging and Multi-Media Collaboration features help physicians 

save time and enhance patient care.  

òDocBookMD is changing the way physicians practice medicine, resulting in enhanced patient 
care,ó commented Dr. Tim Gueramy, DockbookMD Founder and CEO. òDocBookMD is deliver-
ing what physicians want most: ease of use and real -time secure HIPAA messaging that en-

ables physicians to collaborate with other physicians with the urgency that is necessary.ó 

Physicians sort through an overwhelming amount of information in the course of diagnosing 
and treating patients. Having medical information available on demand, at any point 
throughout the day, is absolutely essential. Mobile access to this vital information must be 

intuitive, quick, and easy to access.  

òOur partnership with DocBookMD and NORCAL Mutual Insurance Company has allowed us to 
provide a high value benefit to our members. Santa Clara and Monterey physicians have al-
ready seen the value of using the DocBookMD app, leading us into the future of medical mo-
bile communications,ó stated William Parrish, CEO of Santa Clara County Medical Association 

and Monterey County Medical Society. 

DocBookMD, founded in 2008 by Dr. Tim Gueramy and Dr. Tracey Haas, is a mobile, HIPAA-
compliant smartphone app, currently for the iPhone, iPad, iTouch and Android that is avail-

able to county medical association members at no -charge. 

 
The DocBookMD iPhone app can be downloaded at itunes.com/
healthcareprofessionalsiphoneapps and is available through the Apps for Business page: 

http://www.apple.com/ipad/business/apps/ .  

The Bays Medical Society has signed on as a DocBookMD partner and this free 

benefit is now available to you.  Download the app and get connected today!  

http://www.docbookmd.com/
http://norcalmutual.com/
http://www.sccma-mcms.org/
http://www.sccma-mcms.org/
http://itunes.com/healthcareprofessionalsiphoneapps
http://itunes.com/healthcareprofessionalsiphoneapps
http://www.apple.com/ipad/business/apps/


 5 

Delegates Report  

for the 2011 FMA Annual Meeting  

From: Jon Ward, MD  

 

The 2011 Annual Florida Medical Association meeting was held July 28th-31st in Orlando, FL, at        
Disneyõs Contemporary Resort.  The Bays County Medical Society led the Northwest Florida Caucus at 
this yearõs meeting with me serving as Chair of the Caucus.  The other delegates from our county 

were Sam Wolf, DO, Phil Isaac, MD, Bob Bain, MD, and Kim Bain, MD .  

 

The meeting began on Saturday morning with an address from outgoing FMA President Madeline But-
ler.  Dr. Butler, who spoke last year at our County meeting, served the FMA well and championed the 
FMA expert witness bill that passed and signed into law by Governor Rick Scott.  Dr. John Katopodis, 
President of the FMA PAC, gave a chilling report to show how much money non -physician groups, like 
the podiatrists, optometrists, and nurse practitioners, are spending in Tallahassee to chip away at the 
practice of medicine.  The other chilling part of the report was how few physicians make political 
contributions when compared to these groups.  His take home message was that unless physicians 
step up in Florida that podiatrists will be doing knee surgery, optometrists will be doing cataract sur-

gery, and NPõs will be getting Ph.D.õs and having patients call them òdoctor.ó 

 

Saturday morning the Reference Committees met to hear testimony on over 50 resolutions that came 
from all over the state.  One that was popular and will probably see action in Tallahassee next year is 
the emergence of insurance companies using Radiology Benefit Managers, who are usually nurses, de-
nying imaging studies that physicians have ordered and making the physician offices jump through 
unnecessary hurdles to take care of patients.  The general concept of a nurse vetoing a physician or-

der was met with universal opposition.  

 

Saturday evening the Presidentõs installation dinner was the highlight of the weekend.  The sold out 
event had over 500 attendees for the installation of new FMA President Miguel Machado.  Dr. Machado 
is from Cuba and had a Cuban band flown in from Spain and authentic Cuban cuisine served for din-
ner.  Dr. Machado will be coming to speak at our November meeting and you must come hear this 
champion of medicine talk about leaches, and heõs not talking about the kind that live in ponds, he is 
talking about those that leach all the money in medicine away from the doctors and arenõt at all in-

volved in patient care.  

 

Sunday ended the meeting with spirited voting on all the resolutions, particularly on how best to util-

ize the limited political capital the FMA has and how many of the resolutions being discussed were not 

worth spending that capital to accomplish ideas that arenõt going to benefit our medical practices.   

Even though the FMA is one of the most powerful and feared organizations in Tallahassee, it canõt 

accomplish every item its members put forth and thankfully there is a Board that sifts through the 

passed resolutions to determine what will help the most physicians.  I thank all of my fellow delegates 

for attending and making it through long and sometimes boring meetings to accomplish the business 

of organized medicine.  The FMA and its active physicians are what keep Florida a great place for the 

private practice of medicine.  
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Our First Annual Medical Expo: 

The Business of Medicine  

...was a success!  We were pleased 

to invite not only our physician mem-

bers but office staff as well.   Speak-

ers addressed a range of issues from 

legal updates to asset protection.  

Our vendors provided viable business 

solutions or valuable information. 

Thank you to all who attended and 

made the evening such a hit.  We 

enjoyed great food and great com-

pany.  We are already excited for 

next year!  

Thank you to our Sponsors:  

Bay Area Medical Reserve Corps    *   Landrum   *   Oberon Medical Solutions/Mckesson  

Allscripts  

* 

Aprima 

* 

ARINC 

* 

Brilliant Virtual  

Cardinal Health 

* 

Centennial Bank 

* 

DocBookMD 

* 

EDRS 

Fisher Brown Insurance 

* 

Forest Pharmaceuticals 

* 

FPIC 

* 

Managing Concepts 

Nikken 

* 

PCUC/Bay Regional Cancer  

* 

Sanofi Pharmaceuticals 

* 

The Brain and Spine Center 
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